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Figure 1: A Street in the Village of Pisac, Peru

The GISCorps is working on its first 
project, assisting a World Bank mission 
in the Sacred Valley of the Incas in Peru 
to evaluate existing GIS capabilities, 
and to design a methodology for street 
addressing of the many towns in the 
Valley. Martha Lombard, Past President, 
worked with the World Bank’s Project 
Leader to bring this project to the GIS-
Corps, and she has spent the last week 
in Peru with the team. 

The Project itself focuses on the 
many issues facing the Sacred Valley, 
including the need for potable water, 
treatment of sewage and solid waste 
disposal, public health, economic 
development, and both the better 
handling of tourists and the further 
development of tourism. The team 
also includes representatives from the 
National Geographic Society, Peruvian 
organizations, and an eco-industrial 
group from Canada. The team has 
visited the main villages in the valley, 
and the Machu Picchu Sanctuary, as 
well as hiking a portion of the Inca Trail 
to view the status of the campgrounds 
and the trail.

There is good GIS at the provincial 
level, including many environmental 
maps. Both the the Machu Picchu 
Sanctuary and the Province of Cuzco 
have been studied quite extensively, 
and the use of GIS is quite common 
at this level. In the towns, most of the 
existing electronic mapping consists 
of cadastral (parcel) maps, and these 
are often quite good also. There is 
even some existing street addressing, 
although the municipal officers indicate 
that it is incomplete and not well 

maintained (Sound familiar?). All of the 
municipal staff that we contacted were 
extremely helpful and willing to share 
their information with us, and asked 
for future assistance in developing their 
mapping and addressing capabilities. 
Most of the villages we saw are quite 
old, some with histories going back 
more than 1000 years. The streets 
are narrow, and the buildings are 
constructed with adobe bricks and 
tile roofs. The villages are organized 
around central squares, where the City 
Hall and the main church are located. 
Each has a market area, either in the 
square or in a structure adjacent to it. 
Fruits, vegetables, meats, and other 

produce are sold in the markets, along 
with household goods, cloth, and 
sometimes traditional crafts (primarily 
for the tourists). The Sunday market 
in the town of Pisac is world famous. 
For tourists going to Machu Picchu, 
the trip requires a ride on PeruRail’s 
train through the mountains to the 
village of Aguas Calientes. This village, 
constructed along the banks of the 
Rio Vilcanota, is not accessible by car. 
In the village, there is a large, recently 
constructed market for handicrafts, 
numerous hotels and restaurants, and 
bus service to Machu Picchu itself. The 
bus ride takes about 30 minutes up a 
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URISA is pleased to announce that 
abstracts are now being accepted for 
its 2004 Caribbean GIS Conference. 
The conference will take place at the 
Sherbourne Conference Centre in Bar-
bados, September 13-17, 2004. 

URISA held its first Caribbean GIS 
Conference in Jamaica in September, 
2001. To meet the educational needs 
of its members in the Caribbean 
region, a second event has been 
scheduled. 

Abstracts, due by April 30, 2004, 
are being accepted in the following 
areas:
    Environment and Natural 

Resources
This track will address the 
application of GIS for marine 
and coastal zone management; 
land administration; water 
conservation and management; 
and environmental management. 
Typically, Caribbean countries 
are faced with managing limited, 
fragile, stressed resources with 
limited institutional capability. The 
specific challenges may vary 
between the smaller islands and 
the bigger territories like Jamaica, 
Trinidad & Tobago and Guyana; 
not to mention between the 
terrestrial, coastal and marine 
assets, but the solutions being 
implemented to take advantage 
of the power and utility of GIS 
are both revealing and relevant to 
Caribbean countries.

    Policy and Management
As GIS matures from its desktop 
and project-based origins to 
engage collaborative workplaces, 
enterprises, communities 
and countries, the crafting of 
appropriate models, standards, 
knowledgebases, infrastructures 
and policies emerges as critical 
issues to manage. 

    Disaster Management, Law 
Enforcement and Public Health

This track will address three of 
the critical areas for maintaining 
the social stability upon which 
the economic sustainability 
of the Caribbean is based.  As 
disaster managers move away 
from response to comprehensive 
disaster management, GIS 
becomes critical to risk 
assessment and vulnerability 
mapping; impact assessment and 
mitigation planning.  Similarly, 
there are increasing examples 
of the application of GIS in law 
enforcement for analysis and 
planning purposes in an age of 
more diverse, technologically 
advanced and potentially 
devastating threats to social 
cohesion and stability. The 
emergence of Public Health GIS 
is rich with opportunities for (and 
challenges to) implementation. 
These presentations will provide 
examples of disease surveillance, 
analysis, health policy creation, 
and dissemination models.

    Utilities, Transportation and 
Business Applications
This track will address utilities 
including water distribution; 
telecommunications; electricity 
generation and distribution; as 
well as other business applications 
such as automatic vehicle location 
(AVL); marketing and analysis.  

    Education
As GIS technology becomes 
more widespread, professionals, 
planners and educators have 
found new ways to utilize the 
technology, and have discovered 
a heightened need for individuals 
well-trained in GIS methods 
and applications. The Education 
Track will provide sessions on 
how to develop a sophisticated 
GIS workforce, how to integrate 
GIS technology into public and 
private sector programs and 

projects, and how to mainstream 
GIS technology into educational 
curriculums from primary through 
tertiary educational institutions.

    Other/Hot Topics

More information and an online 
submission form are available on the 
URISA website, www.urisa.org. An 
Exhibition runs concurrently with the 
conference. Exhibit information will be 
available in May.

URISA Caribbean GIS Conference to 
Barbados

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
The URISA Publications Committee 
is looking for URISA members to 
join its ranks. The Committee has 
been reenergized by its new Chair, 
Al Butler, and will be looking for a 
handful of individuals to populate 
the group. The Committee com-
municates primarily via email and 
meets about 6 times per year via 
conference call. The group also 
typically schedules an in-person 
meeting during the URISA Annual 
Conference. This committee is in 
charge of overseeing the develop-
ment of new publication titles. 
URISA has a constantly expanding 
library of publications and it is the 
duty of this committee to ensure 
this growth continues. If you are 
the type of professional who knows 
the “next big thing” then this is the 
perfect opportunity for you. Please 
be advised that committee mem-
bers do not have to author these 
publications. It is their duty to iden-
tify new topics and find appropriate 
authors for new titles. The commit-
tee also oversees the peer review 
process. To get involved, please 
send an email expressing your inter-
est along with a résumé or curricu-
lum vita to sgrams@urisa.org
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President’s Column
Reaching Our Full Strength Through Partnerships
Dan Parr, Daniel Parr Associates, Inc., dan@danparr.com

Dan Parr

March 11, 2004 will stay in our minds 
for years to come because of the ter-
rible crime committed in Madrid. We 
were reminded once again that we 
share our vulnerability and our inability 
to respond effectively. We have not de-
veloped a comprehensive response to 
such atrocities, but we have identified a 
fundamental element of any response—
cooperation and information sharing. 
We share not just our vulnerability but 
also strengths that will be greater in 
the whole than as separate parts. The 
need for cooperation within, between, 
and among governments at every 
level—global, national, state/provincial, 
and local—is not a new concept. It has, 
however, since September 11, 2001 
moved from a platitudinous concept to 
an urgent need. 

March 11, 2004 will stick in 
my mind for another reason as well. 
On that day, representatives of nine 
professional associations and three 
federal agencies met in Washington, 
D.C. to informally discuss how we can 
cooperate to enhance the adoption 
of spatial information technology by 
governments. The group included 
URISA, International City/County 
Management Association, the National 
Association of Counties, American 
Congress on Surveying and Mapping, 
American Public Works Association, 
Open GIS Consortium, Spatial 
Technologies Industry Association, 
Public Technology Inc, Geospatial 
Information Technology Association, US 
Geological Survey, US Census Bureau, 
and the GeoData Alliance. It was a 
wide-ranging discussion of old and new 
issues. We all learned more about what 
the others do and would like to do. 

There was consensus on the need 
and great potential for more structured 
cooperation among professional 
associations which are directly and 
indirectly related to spatial information 
technology. The group felt that the 
paradigm of competition that has 
developed over the past decade or so 

needs to change because it limits our 
potential to reach our common and 
individual association goals. Working 
together to speed and improve the 
adoption of information technology 
will make us all more responsive to our 
current and potential members and 
improve the government or private 
organizations we serve.

We identified the following areas of 
common interest:
     Educating members 
     Improving efficiency and 

effectiveness in service delivery—
making government and industry 
work better. 

     Raising the profile and 
understanding of how information 
technology and spatial information 
technology in particular are 
essential to meet the practical 
goals of better service, homeland 
security, public safety, and 
economic development. 

     Speeding the incorporation of 
enterprise information technology 
with a strong spatial component 
into general/basic understanding 
of what constitutes good 
government and management.

     Funding is the biggest obstacle; 
ignorance of the technology and 
its role is probably the cause.

     Raising the awareness of the 
necessity for inter-agency and 
cross-jurisdictional interoperability 
of information systems and the 
role spatial information can play in 
accomplishing that goal.

     Increasing the pool of qualified GIS 
professionals to meet the dire need 
that exists today.

We also identified areas for possible co-
operative action. The group will con-
tinue to discuss these before our next 
meeting in June. 
    Development of a simple 

common goal and message that 
can be adopted and used to 
institutionalize an understanding 
of the importance and urgent 
need for quality spatial 
information technology at all 
levels of government.

    Work to develop a broader and 
deeper professional association 
network.

    Establish formal cooperative 
agreements such as 
memorandums of understanding 
between and among the 
associations.

    Identify specific goals for 
legislation that affects funding of 
spatial information technology 
and work together for passage.

    Work with Federal agencies that 
have mandates and programs to 
build national spatial information 
capacity and to create a system 
that builds and maintains a 
national spatial database such as 
the National Map and NSDI.

There was a real sense in the room 
that now is the time to make a real 
effort at cooperative action. URISA has 
offered to continue as convener and 
support for the group as it actively 
explores cooperative ventures. 

As I rode home on METRO on 
the evening of March 11, I thought 
of how much I share with those who 
were doing the same in Madrid and so 
many other places in the world. I also 
had a little more faith in our ability to 
build the networks and professional 
community that can help us respond 
to our changing world.
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har*GIS LLC
8093 S Oneida Ct.
Centennial, CO 80112-3133 
(303) 220-0253
Fax: (303) 220-5209 
info@har-gis.com

har*GIS is dedicated to providing au-
tomated Field Information Systems™ 
-- mobile GIS systems and software 
that dramatically improve field force 
productivity. har*GIS products help 
leverage a customers’ existing systems, 
including AVL, while providing the 
latest in mobile computing and com-
munications technology. Our products 
are designed so that field users can 
operate the system “gloves-on” in 
their work environment, not just in an 
office.

By combining wireless 
communications, legacy office systems, 
connectivity, and location-based 
services, the har*GIS TruckMap*™ 
product line delivers the information 
and support to mobile field crews and 
dispatchers, on a variety of handheld 
computer platforms. TruckMap works 
with all the leading GIS software, Work 
Management, Trouble Call, GPS, and 
wireless communications. 

har*GIS provides the TruckMap* 
Field Information Systems software, 
including systems integration 
and support services, to the 
utility, municipal/government, 
communication, transportation and 
route services industries. 

Learn more about har*GIS by 
visiting www.har-gis.com.

John Adams, Mohawk Council of Akwesasne, Cornwall, ON 
Canada

Sal Aguilar, University of Redlands, CA
Tarig Ahmed, City of Richardson, TX
Roos Akbar, Bandung Institute of Technology, Bandung, West 

Java, Indonesia
Tameka Allen, Augusta - Richmond County, Augusta, GA
Ray Argo, Jordan Jones & Goulding, Norcross, GA
Martin Arnold, Northern Illinois University, Cary, IL
Nathan Banks, Toledo Molding & Die Inc (TMD), San Diego, CA
Gary Barden, Swampscott, MA
Rhianna Basinger, Fanshawe College, Milton, ON Canada
James Beal, Minnesota State University, Mankato, MN
Cheryl Benjamin, NYS Office of Cyber Security & Critical 

Infrastructure, Albany, NY
Terry D Bennett, Autodesk Inc, Manchester, NH
Puja Bhutani, Comm College of Southern Nevada, Las Vegas, NV
Michael F Blanchard, Augusta-Richmond County, Augusta, GA
Randolph Boehm, City of Corona, CA
LeGrande Brancheau, Michael Baker Jr. Inc, Princeton, NJ
Robert S Brock, Geographic Data Technology, Lebanon, NH
William S Brokaw, Borton-Lawson Engineering, Bath, PA
Derek CS Burr, City of Fort Myers Public Works Dept, FL
Andy Bury, Tetra Tech FW Inc, Bothell, WA
Cattyann Campbell, City of Ithaca Public Works Dept, Ithaca, NY
Daniel Casey, University of Pennsylvania, Brooklyn, NY
Rodney Cash, City of Lynchburg, VA
Roy Christensen, City of Penticton, BC Canada
Marcia M Colby, Pinellas County Env Mgmt,Tarpon Springs, FL
John D Collins, Rutgers University, Jenkintown, PA
Angela M Colvin, Barry University, Merritt Island, FL
Miriam Cope, Cal Poly University, Pomona, CA
John Copple, Sanborn, Colorado Springs, CO
Danielle Coulter, City of Calgary, AB Canada
Doug Crane, LaserFiche, Long Beach, CA
J Alan Cunningham, City of Moncton Engineering, NB Canada
Marcus Davis, University of Illinois – Chicago, Chicago, IL
Kelly Derlago, City of Calgary, AB Canada
John Donoghue, Donoghue & Associates, Redlands, CA
Scott Duncan, Chas H Sells Inc, Charlton City, MA
Michael A Dunn, City of Winter Park ITS Dept, FL
David A Flack, Ruekert-Mielke Inc, Waukesha, WI
Arden Fontaine, Volusia County Public Works Dept, Deland, FL
Marc Forgang, PB Farradyne, Rockville, MD
Erin Fosdick, Denver Regional Council of Governments, Denver, CO
Brian R Garvey, Southeastern Surveying & Mapping Corp, 

Orlando, FL
Shawna Graber, City of Portland Office of Transportation, OR
Steve Grise, ESRI, Redlands, CA
Mike Haber, City of Orlando, FL
Van Hare, National Park Service, Arcata, CA
Robert Haugland, Roosevelt University, Northbrook, IL
Karl M Heidemann, Winston-Salem, NC
Don Helms, City of Harrisburg, PA
Heather Hicks, State of Colorado Natural Resources Dept, 

Lafayette, CO
Deborah Hoag, City of Reading, PA
Connor Houston, Wilfrid Laurier University, Whitby, ON Canada
Baron Howe, Titan Corporation, Portland, OR
Kevin Howe, Hillsborough County 911, Tampa, FL
Steve Howe, Epsilon Associates Inc, Brighton, MA
Toni Hudson, Yavapai County Development Srvcs, Prescott, AZ 
Gilbert Inouye, Woolpert LLP, Elk Grove, CA
Allison E Johnson, City of Lynchburg, VA

Ann Johnson, ESRI, Redlands, CA
Charles Jones, City of Reading Public Works Dept, Reading, PA
Pamela E Kelrick, City of Kirksville GIS Consortium, Kirksville, MO
Andrew Kiley, Kimley-Horn & Associates, Raleigh, NC
George H King, Hillsborough County 911, Tampa, FL
Anne Lalonde, Trow Associates Inc, Lunenburg, ON Canada
Christopher Landgraf, Performance Group, Fredericksburg, VA
Joseph Londono, PBS & J, Tampa, FL
Daniel L Long, James W Sewall Company, Old Town, ME
A Catherine Lowe, UNC Charlotte, Charlotte, NC
Laura Marles, Fanshawe College, London, ON Canada
Paul Martin, Mecklenburg County, Charlotte, NC
Brendan Mather, Ministry of Energy & Mines, Victoria, BC 

Canada
Charles Mayard, Lafayette Consolidated Government, Lafayette, LA
Swati Meshram, Logan Simpson Design Inc, Tempe, AZ
Alex Montalvo, Hartman & Associates Inc, Orlando, FL
John M Morgan, Towson University GIS, Baltimore, MD
Tom Neer, EDAW Inc, Denver, CO
Gail Oliver, St Johns County Public Works, Saint Augustine, FL
Kim Oliver, City of Calgary, AB Canada
Reinhard Abiodun Oni, City University, London, United Kingdom
Elizabeth J Ottaway, MGP Information Systems, Woodstock, ON 

Canada
Anthony Pagan, City of Huber Heights, OH
Bryan Parlee, Sacramento, CA
Lee Parsons, MGP Information Systems LTD, Markham, ON 

Canada
Jason Pfannenstiel, Mobile Video Services, North Kansas City, MO
Patrick J Phillips, Southeastern Surveying & Mapping, Orlando, FL
Matthew Price, Geographic Mapping Consultant Inc, Moscow, ID
Julie Ann Puuri, Hayes, Seay, Mattern & Mattern, Roanoke, VA
Ira U Pyles, Hillsborough County 911, Tampa, FL
Blanca Quintero-Aguilar, Sweetwater Authority, Chula Vista, CA
Syed Masiur Rahman, King Fahd University of Petroleum & 

Minerals, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
Jules Robichaud, City of Virginia Beach, VA
Michael Rock, Columbus State Comm College, Columbus, OH
Cinzia Rolling, Condata, Medina, OH
Mike Roseberry, Montgomery County Auditors Office, Dayton, OH
Josephine Rudd, Palm Beach County Solid Waste Authority, West 

Palm Beach, FL
Kimberly Samuelson, LaserFiche, Long Beach, CA
Dennis Sandquist, Lake County Planning, Building & 

Development, Waukegan, IL
Daniel Sarlitto, DeLorme Mapping, Yarmouth, ME
Masood Ali Shaikh, City of Chester Health Dept, Chester, PA
Jennifer Shanks, Foothill College, San Francisco, CA
Andy Shaw, Enterprise Information Solution Inc, Columbia, MD
Sandra Sheffield, St Johns County Road & Bridge Dept, Saint 

Augustine, FL
Michael Shin, UCLA Geography Dept, Los Angeles, CA
Charles E Smith, City of High Point, NC
William Stevens, Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 

Philadelphia, PA
Biricik Gozde Surmeli, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ
Tom Tricot, UNC – Greensboro, High Point, NC
Mo Valenta, Routt County, Steamboat Spring, CO
Bill Walker, Info Tech Inc, Gainesville, FL
Julie Wilkins, City of Philippi, Philippi, WV
Brian Winegarden, Wake County EMC, Youngsville, NC
William J Yates, Augusta - Richmond County, Augusta, GA
Vic Young, Fisher & Arnold Inc, Memphis, TN

Welcome New URISA Members
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Intergraph announced that the Company has 
resolved its patent infringement claims against 
Dell Inc. with regard to its Clipper patents.  In 
addition, the settlement resolves Intergraph’s 
dispute with Intel Corporation regarding the 
Company’s Parallel Instruction Computing 
(PIC) patents.  Under the settlement agree-
ment, Intel will pay Intergraph $125 million 
on April 5, 2004.  Four subsequent $25 million 
cash payments will be made by Intel on July 
5 and October 5, 2004 as well as January 5 
and April 5, 2005.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
announced the creation of GIS in Transporta-
tion www.gis.fhwa.dot.gov, a new website that 
highlights innovative transportation-related ap-
plications of GIS across the country. 

Pictometry International Corp. and Mana-
tron announced a marketing alliance. Under 
terms of the agreement, both companies will 
collaborate on joint projects for systems, ser-
vices, and software integration of technology 
from both firms, providing a strong, value-
added solution for property appraisal applica-
tions. The companies have already secured a 
number of joint project wins with counties in 
the State of Ohio.

GRW Aerial Surveys, Inc. (GRW) recently 
received the 2004 ESRI Foundation Partner of 
the Year Award, in recognition of an extensive 
automated mapping and surveying project 
for the Louisville Water Company. To simplify 
the process of accessing data, GRW was hired 
to utilize GIS and GPS technology, combining 
mapping resources into a single network data-
base, easily accessible via an Intranet. The new 
database will enable LWC to easily plan, model, 
and manage its water distribution system. 

Navigation Technologies has changed its 
name to NAVTEQ. Selection of a new name 
was initiated to create a singular brand 
name and identity for the company and its 
products.

Layton Graphics, Inc. announced its partici-
pation on a committee assembled to advance 
standards and best practices for the use of 
the Adobe Portable Document Format in 
engineering applications (PDF/E). The group 
represents a collaborative effort by AIIM 
International, the international authority on 
Enterprise Content Management and NPES, 
the association for suppliers of printing, 
publishing and converting technologies. The 
group will create a draft for presentation to 
the International Organization for Standard-
ization (ISO) for development and approval as 
an International Standard. The proposed draft 
will be submitted in December 2004 with an 
estimated publication date of mid-2006.

Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solu-
tions announced Northern Illinois University 

(NIU) has implemented an interactive Web map 
that enables users to locate sites and resources 
on the NIU campus (http://www.niu.edu/
maps.shtml). 

MESA Solutions was recently recognized as a “Part-
ner In Excellence” by ESRI. The award, announced 
at the 2004 ESRI Business Partner Conference in 
Palm Springs, CA on March 6th, recognizes busi-
ness partners who have distinguished themselves 
as key providers of ESRI technology and services 
in the (GIS) marketplace. 

GeoDecisions recently demonstrated the Geo-
spatial Emergency Alert & Readiness System™ 
(GEARS) at the Emergency Interoperability Con-
sortium. The Consortium, hosted by the Home-
land Security Caucus, took place on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C.

Manatron announced that it has taken steps to 
consolidate its company names to streamline 
operations and establish a stronger, more unified 
brand identity. The Company will change the name 
of its Sabre Division to Manatron Appraisal Services, 
and its GovernMax Division to Manatron eGovern-
ment. This initiative will leverage the Manatron 
name, which has significant recognition within 
the local government sector, to create a stronger 
national brand identity.

FedStats, http://www.fedstats.gov, is a gateway 
to statistics from over 100 U.S. federal agencies, 
provides community stakeholders, journalists, re-
searchers, businesses, students, and everyday data 
users with one click access to key government-wide 
statistical data and information. MapStats (http://
www.mapstats.gov/) eliminates the need to search 
multiple sites to get information on income, pover-
ty, housing, crime, education, retail sales and many 
other community indicators. The projects were 
funded, led and assisted by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development/Office of 
Policy Development & Research (HUD/PD&R) 
through an interagency agreement with FedStats 
and the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solutions 
and the Intergraph GeoSpatial Users Community 
(IGUC) announced an Education Symposium to be 
held in conjunction with GeoSpatial World 2004, 
the IGUC annual international training and man-
agement conference, May 12-14, in Miami Beach, 
Fla., USA. The symposium, targeted at educators 
and academic researchers in grades K-12 and 
undergraduate and post-graduate institutions, 
will present innovative geospatial research and 
teaching to benefit in the application of geospatial 
solutions within educational curricula. In addition, 
the symposium will provide participants with an 
in-depth knowledge of Intergraph’s education pro-
grams and ways in which education institutions can 
benefit from participating in the programs.

R.A. Smith & Associates, Inc. has been named 
Business Partner of the Year for 2004 by ESRI. The 
company received this honor for being one of the 

top Business Partners in ESRI’s Minneapolis re-
gion. Specific achievements include being one 
of the top software resellers in the Minneapolis 
region; offering regular ESRI-authorized training 
at R.A. Smith’s in-house learning center; and the 
development and continued success of two bi-
monthly GIS user forums held in southeastern 
and central Wisconsin, including more than 350 
members.

DeLorme announced the release of GPS PostPro 
2.0 post-processing software. With this release, 
sub-meter GPS accuracy is now available at a 
fraction of the price typically associated with this 
level of GPS data integrity. 

People News
Colorado CustomWare, (CCI) is pleased to 
welcome Brad Renville, Director of Sales, as 
the newest member of their team. 

har*GIS LLC, has announced the expansion of its 
staff in support of the company’s growth. Mark 
Vollinger is the company’s new director of sales. 
Ron Bereit is the company’s new director of 
industry applications. Consultant Harold Schuch 
is now acting as director of project fulfillment, 
and will manage all aspects of project fulfillment 
for har*GIS. 

Glenn Letham, of Spatial Media LLC, has 
unveiled an online community resource 
(GISuser.com) for the geospatial technology 
user and manager. 
 
The Sidwell Company is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Shannon Armstrong as GIS 
Account Manager in Missouri. 

The Schneider Corporation’s Director of Sur-
veying Gary Kent, was recently appointed to 
Indiana’s State Board of Registration for Land 
Surveyors. 

Melinda Brown has joined Sanborn as vice 
president of marketing. In this position, Brown 
will be responsible for developing and manag-
ing the company’s overall marketing strategies 
and programs. 
 

Michael S. Renslow has been selected 
to serve as the new Technical Editor 
for Photogrammetric Engineering & 
Remote Sensing (PE&RS), effective 

March 1, 2004. PE&RS is the official journal of 
the American Society for Photogrammetry and 
Remote Sensing (ASPRS). 

Manatron has appointed Patrick Alesandrini 
to the position of Executive Director of Real 
Property Appraisal Training. 

HAI - Destin Office is pleased to announce their 
new Regional Manager, Mr. Leslie (Les) H. 
Porterfield, P.E. 



News from the GISCorps
Shoreh Elhami, Committee Chair

 
The Core Committee of GISCorps (formerly known as GeoCorps) has been meeting 
on a monthly basis since the URISA annual conference in October 2003. During the 
past 5 months, the committee has generated a Strategic Plan and an Operational 
Plan. Recently, both plans were presented to URISA Board of Directors and were 
consequently endorsed by the Board. We anticipate to debut both documents as 
well as other related material on GISCorps’ new web site in April 2004. The website 
is currently housed in Alachua County, Florida and would not have been possible 
without the generous support of Alachua County Commissioners.

With the Strategic and Operational Plans in place, our next steps 
are launching a PR campaign; seeking projects and volunteers at a more 
comprehensive level, and also seeking donations and contributions from 
various entities. As of today, 66 volunteers have joined the GISCorps and we 
have initiated discussions for collaboration with International City/County 
Managers Association (ICMA) and the World Bank. 

Even though we anticipate conducting our first official pilot project(s) in 
summer of 2004, an unofficial GISCorps project has already begun in Peru! 

steep set of switchbacks. 
GISCorps involvement with 

the project for the World Bank 
is designed to lead to additional 
GISCorps assignments. As each of 
the villages is addressed and more 
completely mapped, teams of local 
people will be trained to work in the 
field. Training and further support for 
the development of these local GIS 
programs as management tools for 
the villages will be needed. These will 
be short-term assistance assignments, 
and will measurably improve the 
capabilities of these beautiful and 
historic towns.

 GISCorps continued from front page
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Project Awards
Decatur County recently partnered with The 
Schneider Corporation to create an enter-
prise-wide solution that integrates the County’s 
enhanced 911 system with the County’s GIS. The 
enhanced 911 system meets the government 
Phase II mandate for pinpointing the location 
of emergency calls from cellular phones. The in-
tegration of these systems represents a leading 
edge trend in county government and allows the 
total cost to be minimized while also maximizing 
the amount eligible for reimbursement from the 
state’s wireless board. 

Colorado CustomWare’s CAMA product, 
RealWare, has helped the Pickens County, SC, 
Assessor’s Office establish fair and equitable 
values, and has enabled them to bring in an 
additional $1 million dollars in unaccounted 
mobile home tax revenue. 

Mobile Video has been awarded contracts by both 
the District of Columbia and Mahoning County, 
Ohio, to field verify residential properties utilizing 
the Appraisal Data Verification Plus (adv+) process. 
ADV+ is a service offered jointly by Mobile Video 
and Manatron as an alternative to the standard 
data collection undertaken by most jurisdictions. 
In addition to a Mobile Video crew, an on-board 
review appraiser provided by Manatron will be 
placed in each data collection vehicle to verify 
property appraisal information. Together the proj-
ects total over 228,000 improved parcels.   

Varion Systems, a division of GeoAnalytics, Inc, 
has completed a comprehensive GIS-based com-
puterized maintenance management system for 
the City of Hot Springs, Arkansas. The project’s 
objectives included improved citizen response, 
infrastructure consolidation, and a centralized 
application for day-to-day management and 
maintenance of the City’s water system, waste-
water system and lift stations. The Hot Springs 
Utilities Department selected Varion Systems to 
implement Cityworks, a GIS-based computer-
ized maintenance management system from 

Azteca Systems. Using ESRI’s 8.3 technology 
in conjunction with SQL Server 2000, the City 
now has a centralized system to manage all 
aspects of service requests and work orders for 
their utilities.

Municipal Software Corporation announced that 
the City of San Mateo, CA has purchased CityView 
to automate Permitting and Inspections, Planning, 
Licensing, Fire Permits, Public Works Permits and 
Code Enforcement. CityView will be integrated 
with several of the city’s key existing systems 
including their financial software, an IVR (inte-
grated voice response) system and their GIS data. 
While the city’s main focus is automating internal 
systems, they also intend to offer services on-line 
to their customers for permitting, inspections, and 
complaint tracking and to have their inspectors use 
CityView on pen tablets out in the field. 

MapText, Inc has added two new organizations 
to its customer base in the Province of Ontario, 
Canada. The City of Ottawa and the Region of 
Peel joined the list of organizations that have in-
tegrated the Label-EZ™ text placement software 
into their map production process. 

Merrick & Company announced a new contract 
with Jefferson County, Wisconsin to perform LI-
DAR data acquisition and mapping. Merrick will 
deliver conventional black and white aerial pho-
tography, LIDAR data, digital orthophotography 
with a 0.5-foot pixel resolution, and a digital 
terrain model (DTM) for nearly 300 square miles 
in the northern half of the county. 

Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solu-
tions announced the City of Red Deer, Alberta, 
Canada, has selected Intergraph Land Informa-
tion Management solutions as the foundation 
of an enterprise information system to make 
spatial data and spatial functionality accessible 
throughout the organization. The newly estab-
lished system will provide an effective, central-
ized data environment that enables employees 
working with key existing and planned business 

systems across multiple municipal departments 
to efficiently and routinely leverage spatial tech-
nology for daily operations.

Accela, Inc. has announced a number of projects. 
The City of Toledo has launched Accela Velocity-
Hall®, a public access portal that enables citizens 
and businesses to access many government services 
on-line. Montgomery County, Ohio has launched 
Accela eConnect™, an application that allows the 
County to offer several Building Regulations services 
via the Internet. The Washington D.C. Department 
of Health has selected Accela Wireless™ as the 
Department’s new mobile government applica-
tion. The Department of Health conducts health 
and safety inspections annually or biannually to ap-
proximately 30,000 facilities including restaurants, 
nursing homes, hospitals, and others. 

Digital Data Technologies, Inc. announced that 
Knox County Auditor Margaret Ann Ruhl, Stark 
County Auditor Brant Luther, Lawrence County Au-
ditor Ray Dutey, and Morgan County Auditor Gary 
Woodward, all selected DDTI to create and host 
their real estate and public access systems on the 
Internet. The websites feature real property data, real 
estate tax information, colorized property sketches, 
property record cards, and GIS information. 

Merrick & Company will begin a new LIDAR 
and mapping project with Clackamas Water 
Environment Services this month. Merrick will 
deliver LIDAR bare earth and filtered canopy 
data, a DTM with breaklines, 1-foot contours, 
and 0.5-foot color digital orthophotography for 
57 square miles in northwest Clackamas County, 
a developing area. 

The Sidwell Company has been awarded 
contracts for professional GIS services by Buena 
Vista County, Iowa, and Tazewell County, Illi-
nois. Jefferson County, Illinois awarded Sidwell 
a contract for development of a comprehensive 
countywide GIS. Clay County, Iowa has awarded 
Sidwell a contract for professional photogram-
metric services.
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The North Carolina Chapter of 
URISA has some wonderful news. 
President Cathy Cole reports that “We 
are joining forces with members and 
contacts in South Carolina to become 
one chapter. The name will change 
to Carolina URISA and we will have 
members from North and South 
Carolina.”

The New England Chapter is co-
sponsoring (with its New England 
counterparts from ACSM and GITA) 
the New England GIS 2004 confer-
ence, May 12 & 13 in Boxborough 
MA (see www.negis.org).

Georgia Chapter President, Amy 
Zeller, reports:  
The most exciting opportunity to 
note for 2004 is the biennial Georgia 
GIS Conference.  We skipped it last 
year and instead took pride in being 
chosen as the venue for the Interna-
tional URISA Conference in October 

Chapter News

2003.  This year we are holding the 
conference that gives the Georgia GIS 
community a unique opportunity to 
showcase its accomplishments to the 
southeast and beyond.  We usually 
host this event in the fall and are look-
ing at a September timeframe.  Last 
year we stepped even deeper into the 
ring of giving back to the community 
with our first ever ‘Education Dona-
tion.’  Georgia URISA had looked 
for ways of further serving the GIS 
community, and we selected Meadow 
Creek High School for a donation 
totaling $8,000 in software, data and 
training to the school.  We just had 
our formal training for 10 Meadow-
creek High School teachers last week 
and have received rave reviews for our 
involvement and instruction. We still 
work hard to promote certification, 
and encourage members at every 
luncheon to participate.  Industry 
professionals in the state of Georgia 
deserve a huge round of applause for 
participation in the Certification Pilot 
Program.  Out of 51 total submis-
sions, we proudly recognize 29 total 

applicants certified—the first GISPs 
in the world!  Thank you to everyone 
who stuck their necks out and applied 
to this program. 

Elections for 2004 Rocky Mountain 
URISA were held in December, 
resulting in a brand new board. 
Congratulations to Phyllis Thomas, 
our new president. Welcome to new 
faces: Denise Chavez (Treasurer), 
Heather Hicks (Secretary), and Joshua 
Price (Member-At-Large). For a 
complete listing of board members, 
go to http://www.rm-urisa.org/
officers.htm Sincere thanks to 
outgoing board members. 

An advisory committee to the GIS in 
the Rockies (GISITR) Board was re-
cently established to help guide the 
conference and look into the future of 
the event. The Advisory Committee’s 
first meeting was in January. Repre-
sentatives include members from each 
of the major GIS industry organiza-
tions in the area. Simon Montagu 
represents RM-URISA.

News from GISCI

GIS professionals 
have overwhelm-
ingly shown their 
support for the GIS 
Certification Institute’s (GISCI) 
Certification Program. After the 
first three months of operation, 
there are 179 individuals who may 
use the GISP designation to signify 
they are certified GIS profession-
als. GISCI estimated that a total 
of 350 individuals would achieve 
certification by the end of 2004. 
This number should be reached by 
mid-year at this rate. Applications 
and portfolios are being submitted 
regularly to the GISCI office. For 
details about GIS certification, visit 
www.gisci.org

Do we have your email address?

This year’s Board of Directors’ 

election is going to be conducted 

online. If you currently do not 

receive emails from URISA, please 

send an email to info@urisa.org and 

ask Michele to update your record. 

All URISA members will receive 

email instructions to cast your vote 

in this year’s election in early June.

Visit URISA at these upcoming 
conferences:

MidAmerica GIS Symposium
April 19–21, 2004
Kansas City, MO

American Planning Association 
Conference
April 25–28, 2004
Washington, DC

Intergraph’s GeoSpatial World 2004
May 11–14, 2004
Miami, FL

ESRI User Conference
August 9–14, 2004
San Diego, CA
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Sharing geospatial information among 
governments helps to ensure that the 
public gets more for its investment in 
critical geospatial tools such as GIS, GPS 
and imagery. Federal, state and local 
governments invest billions of dollars 
each year on the collection, manage-
ment and maintenance of geospatial 
data but may be unaware of additional 
resources or partnership opportuni-
ties with other agencies gathering the 
same or similar information. Geospa-
tial One-Stop, a national partnership 
initiative sponsored by the US Office 
of Management and Budget and man-
aged by the US Department of the 
Interior, has established Geodata.gov 
(www.geodata.gov) to provide easier 
access to available geospatial informa-
tion and facilitate partnerships on future 
investments. 

Multiple agencies at all levels of 
government have valuable programs 
that create and utilize geospatial 
information but it isn’t easy to know 
about, find or access that information. 
Through the Geospatial One Stop 
portal (www.geodata.gov), anyone 
can access geospatial information 
from federal agencies and a growing 
number of state and local government 
agencies through one comprehensive 
and comprehensible gateway. Recently, 
Geodata.gov has added several new 
features that will make including your 
geospatial information on this portal 
easier than ever and will automatically 
find and update new or changed 
information. In order for these tools to 
be effective though and provide access 
to your data through the portal, good 
documentation of existing and planned 
geospatial data is absolutely critical. 
This investment in quality “metadata” 
has multiple benefits: 
     The data asset you have created 

becomes available to a broader 
audience

     Data can have multiple benefits 

Publish your Data in geodata.gov

such as supporting decisions by 
other organizations

     Allows you to market quality work
     It is available in the event of an 

emergency that impacts your 
community or your neighbors and 
contributes to the broader public 
good

     Preserves organizational data 
investments

Quality metadata includes: 
     Creating templates of priority 

metadata elements for your 
organization, data type, and 
project,

     Establishing standardized language 
for access, use, and liability 
statements,

     Establishing standards and 
guidelines for metadata production 
and publishing.

When you create metadata that 
goes beyond the minimum, you 
create a data management resource 
that serves both your community 
and your own data management 
efforts. The more robust your theme 
keyword list, the more likely it can 
be located by others (and yourself). 
Data discovery is further enabled by 
the use of standardized keyword lists 

RAND Report on Homeland Security and GIS

On March 25, the RAND Corporation released a report on homeland security impli-
cations for making geospatial information publicly available. The report, “Mapping 
the Risks: Assessing the Homeland Security Implications of Publicly Available Geospa-
tial Information” (Report #MG-142) is available at http://www.rand.org/publications/
MG/MG142/.  Anyone can download the PDF version for free at this site.

This report documents a RAND study that was sponsored by the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) and the study partner USGS, to assess 
the homeland security implications of publicly available geospatial information. 
Specifically, RAND researchers assessed whether and how geospatial data and 
information that is publicly available from U.S. federal sources can be exploited 
by terrorists and other adversaries seeking to attack U.S. critical infrastructure. 
The study also provides an analytical process that can be used to identify and 
evaluate potentially sensitive geospatial information.

and vocabularies. The FGDC and GOS 
utilize the International Organization 
for Standards Metadata Standard (ISO 
19115) Topic Categories to organize 
data and services into data categories.

To make searching for data 
easier, streamline the process for 
registering and allow for automatic 
updates, Geodata.gov has now allows 
you to register once at the NSDI 
clearinghouse or the Portal and to 
have new and updated metadata 
harvested into a common searchable 
database based on a common set 
of nineteen data theme categories. 
Discussions are underway with the 
U.S. Geological Service to allow 
one registration to cover inclusion 
in The National Map, as well. We 
encourage you to visit the Portal at 
www.geodata.gov to publish your 
metadata, maintain your metadata 
collection or want to see the data 
and map services that others already 
have provided. For information on 
the Geospatial One Stop project, visit 
www.geo-one-stop.gov.

For more information:
http://www.geodata.gov/gos
http://clearinghouse4.fgdc.gov/registry/
http://fgdc.gov/metadata/
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